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INTRODUCTION
The following Bible study was originally prepared to help a young
sister in the Faith understand the very important subject of
Jus ﬁca on. As I pondered on how I should help her the Holy
Spirit revealed to me the simplicity and beauty of this essen al
doctrine, without which no man can be saved. It was
subsequently presented to the church to encourage us in
accurate understanding of the topic as against the false concepts
held today within Evangelicalism and even nominal Seventh day
Adven sm which is in Apostasy.
It was the great German Protestant Reformer Mar n Luther, of
the Protestant Reforma on of the 16th century, who exclaimed
in A Commentary on St. Pauls’ Epistle to the Gala ans: “For if
the ar cle of jus ﬁca on be once lost, then is all true Chris an
doctrine lost.”
Here is a simple way I have seen of presen ng the doctrine of
Jus ﬁca on, which clearly iden ﬁes its cons tu on, the players
involved and their dis nc ve roles, leaving God’s glory in tact. I
call it The 5Ws and H of Jus ﬁca on. That is, the Who, Why,
What, When, Where and How of Jus ﬁca on. In it we will
answer the following ques ons, using the scriptures:
1. Who Jus ﬁes?
2. Why Jus ﬁca on (is necessary)?
3. What is Jus ﬁca on?
4. When does Jus ﬁca on occur?
5. Where does Jus ﬁca on take place?
6. How does Jus ﬁca on occur?
Join me in this important and enjoyable study of Holy writ and
may you be blessed as you prayerfully do so. Amen.
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The 5 Ws and H of
Justification
1. WHO JUSTIFIES? IT IS GOD WHO
JUSTIFIES.
a. It is God that jus ﬁes. Romans 8:30,33.
b. God is the ‘him’ who jus ﬁes the ungodly. Romans 4:3,5.
c. YHWH God is that Spirit by which man is Jus ﬁed. 1
Corinthians 6:9–11; 2 Corinthians 3:17.
NOTE: This shows the monergism of Jus ﬁca on and all the
other facts about Jus ﬁca on which will follow, support the fact
that Jus ﬁca on is monergis c or is done by God alone,
without man’s work!

2.WHY IS JUSTIFICATION NECESSARY?
FOR FORGIVENESS OF SINS.
Jus ﬁca on is necessary because man is in sin, iniquity and
wickedness, his heart is not right before God and he needs
forgiveness for the sinful thoughts of his heart.
a. Man in sin needs forgiveness of his sinful thoughts. Acts 8:18
–23.
b. Forgiveness of sins is Jus ﬁca on. Acts 13:38,39.
c. Forgiveness of sins which is Jus ﬁca on, is a cleansing from
all unrighteousness, which is sin. 1 John 1:9; (1 John 5:17).
NOTE: It is sinful man whose heart is “not right” in God’s sight,
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who needs to be jus ﬁed or ‘righ ﬁed’. It is not God who needs
to be Jus ﬁed but man. Any doctrine of Jus ﬁca on which
presents God and anything in God as the problem, is not biblical!

3. WHAT IS JUSTIFICATION? IT IS THE
CHANGE OR TRANSFORMATION OF
THE MAN FROM SINFULNESS TO
RIGHTEOUSNESS/SINFREENESS.
Jus ﬁca on is the change. It is the change from unrighteousness
to righteousness, from sinfulness to sinfreeness. It is the removal
of the carnal mind and the gi of the spiritual mind. It is the new
birth, the gi of the Holy Spirit into man’s heart. It is recrea on,
renewing and a cleansing.
a. Jus ﬁca on is the change from unrighteousness to
righteousness. 1 Corinthians 6:9–11.
b. The Jus ﬁed man is changed from con nuing in sin to being
made freed from sin. Romans 6:1,2,6,7,18,22.
c. Jus ﬁca on eﬀects the removal of the carnal mind and the
gi of the spiritual mind of life and peace. Romans 8:6;
Romans 5:1,18.
d. Jus ﬁca on is the gi of the Holy Spirit into the heart which
makes the man born again. Gala ans 3:6–9,14; Gala ans 4:6;
John 3:3–8.
e. Being Jus ﬁed is being changed from old, sinful ways, to
being cleansed/washed, recreated and renewed. Titus 3:3–7.
NOTE: It is not God who needs changing or must change his
a tude or view of man, as some falsely claim. It is man’s
transforma on that cons tutes Jus ﬁca on. God is holy!
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4. WHEN DOES JUSTIFICATION OCCUR?
AFTER MAN FULFILLS THE REQUIRED
CONDITIONS OF REPENTANCE, CONFESSION
AND BELIEVING THE GOSPEL.
It is a er man fulﬁls God’s required condi ons of repentance
and confession of sins and believing the Gospel or Faith of Jesus
Christ, that God Jus ﬁes him. Only at that me is man Jus ﬁed.
a. Jesus himself outlined the requirement for salva on as
repentance and believing the Gospel. Mark 1:14,15.
b. Peter told Simon the sorcerer to repent of his wickedness for
the forgiveness of sins and this forgiveness of sins is
Jus ﬁca on given to all that believe on Jesus. Acts 8:22; Acts
13:38,39.
c. We must believe in Jesus to be Jus ﬁed by the Faith of Jesus.
Gala ans 2:16.
d. Both Jew and Gen le, all who believe, receive the
righteousness of God in and upon them, being jus ﬁed
freely by His Grace. Romans 3:20–22,24.
e. Confession and believing of the Faith are necessary for
Salva on or Jus ﬁca on for Jews and Gen les. Romans 10:8–
12. (God forgives those who confess their sins which is to
jus fy them. 1 John 1:9; Acts 13:38,39).
NOTE: Jus ﬁca on does not occur when there is a certain
feeling. It occurs as soon a er the individual fulﬁls genuine
repentance, confession of sins and believing of the truths of
Christ. At that same me, God, who reads the heart, jus ﬁes the
man or forgives him. Read 1 John 1:9, Psalm 86:5 and Psalm
103:8–14 to understand God’s gracious and merciful a tude
towards the sincerely penitent. Scripture says he is “Ready to
forgive” (or jus fy). What a wonderful and hopeful thought!
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If one were to await a certain feeling to be experienced in them,
a certain height of guilty feeling or some sa sfac on that one
had “beaten up oneself” enough to feel that Jus ﬁca on had
occurred, then it would mean the individual themselves had
played a role in jus fying themselves, destroying the monergis c
nature of it. This would destroy the doctrine of jus ﬁca on,
making man God with God in jus fying himself or aﬃrming the
false doctrine of jus ﬁca on by works.
How then does the individual know that they are jus ﬁed or
when jus ﬁca on takes place? We know because we accept or
believe that God does what he says he would do, a er we
genuinely fulﬁl the condi ons he outlines in 1 John 1:9 and
Romans 4:3.

5. WHERE DOES JUSTIFICATION
OCCUR? IN THE HEART OR MIND OF
THE INDIVIDUAL.
Jus ﬁca on takes place in the heart or mind of the individual. It
occurs in the thoughts of the heart, touching the values thereof.
a. Simon was to pray for forgiveness (or Jus ﬁca on) of the
thought of his heart/mind. Acts 8:20–22.
b. The recep on of the Spirit at Jus ﬁca on is into the heart or
mind. Gala ans 4:6 (Gala ans 3:7–9,14)
c. It is the idols/idol values of the heart that must be repented
of. Ezekiel 14:3–6.
d. We are jus ﬁed or freed from the sin of the old man or old/
carnal mind. Romans 6:6,7; Proverbs 23:6.
NOTE: Knowing where Jus ﬁca on takes place causes the
Chris an to understand where the change must occur, if he
should fall and need to be re-jus ﬁed. It is not a change in ethics
or outward appearance ﬁrst, but in the values of the thoughts of
the mind. He must renounce his idols of his mind and receive
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God again into his thoughts.
True sorrow for sins commi ed is sorrow for the idol values
harboured against God’s nature. Such is the real characteris c
and loca on of repentance for Jus ﬁca on.
You can be anywhere when Jus ﬁca on occurs in your heart.
Neither your physical loca on nor your environmental and social
circumstances are hindrances to God. Only the condi on of a
“broken and a contrite heart”, as the experience of the mind, is
what ma ers to God. (Psalm 51:17).

6. HOW DOES JUSTIFICATION OCCUR?
BY THE INSTRUMENT OF FAITH AND
BY THE METHOD OR PROCESS OF
IMPUTATION.
The How of Jus ﬁca on involves:
 The instrument or tool used to do it or through which it is
done. This is Faith.
And
 The method or process by which it is done. This is Imputa on
and non-imputa on.
A. Jus ﬁca on is by or through Faith. Romans 5:1; Gala ans
2:16; Isaiah 53:11; Gala ans 3:24; Romans 3:28.
B. Now Faith is not the human mental ability of believing or
trus ng as some teach. Faith is spiritual evidence revealed,
causing us to understand the truths of Jesus Christ and which
contains the righteousness of God or God himself. It is the
Faith of Jesus Christ. Hebrews 11:1,3; Gala ans 3:23; Romans
3:22; Jeremiah 23:5,6; Philippians 3:9.
Jus ﬁca on is by the method or process of Imputa on. It is also
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called “counted” and “reckoned” in scripture.
C. This is Imputa on of righteousness or imputa on of Faith
for righteousness. Romans 4:3,5,6,9,11 (17),22; Gala ans
3:6.
D. Jus ﬁca on is also by non-imputa on of sin/the carnal
mind. Romans 4:6–8; Psalm 32:2; (Romans 6:6,7; Proverbs
23:7).
E. It is God alone who imputes righteousness and non-imputes
sin. The method of imputa on in Jus ﬁca on is God’s act.
Romans 4:6; Psalm 32:1–2; 2 Corinthians 5:19; Genesis 15:6.

KEY POINTS TO NOTE ON
JUSTIFICATION
Let me highlight some key points to note on Jus ﬁca on. They
include important dis nc ons that must be made in order to
ensure you have the true biblical doctrine of Jus ﬁca on which
does not a ack God’s glory or denigrate His God aloneness.
1) It is God alone who jus ﬁes, not God and man. The
condi ons that man fulﬁls do not jus fy him but God’s act
alone jus ﬁes. Romans 3:30.
2) We are jus ﬁed when God Jus ﬁes us. That moment when
God imputes the faith for righteousness unto us, or when he
esteems in his mind that we are righteous, (having himself
removed the carnal mind from us and given us
righteousness), at this me alone is when we are jus ﬁed.
Genesis 15:6.
3) Imputa on is not a declara on but God’s es ma on, his
coun ng, his reckoning that gives righteousness or that
makes righteous. God cannot declare an individual righteous
when he is not or declare someone to be what they are not.
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(Proverbs 17:15; Exodus 23:7).
4) The dis nc on between the Greek words for Impute and
Declare are shown:

Impute–Greek–Logizomai–λογίζομαι
«Actually, the verb logizomai means to put together with one’s
mind, to count, to occupy oneself with reckonings or calcula ons.
In the NT,...also means to reckon, count...to reason. ..Logizomai
also means to reckon, to value or esteem.” Spiros Zodhiates Th.D,
The Complete Word Study Dic onary New Testament, p. 922.
The following chart taken from Nyron Medina’s Bible study
called “Deeper Views of The Truth” explains the meaning of
Logizomai:

LOGIZOMAI
ACT OF THE MIND
THINK

RECKON
CONSIDER
COUNT
IMPUTE
REGARD

On the other hand we have

Anaggello–ἀναγγέλλω

Declare–Greek–

«To announce, make known, declare, tell of things done,
events...of the Chris an doctrine, to declare, show forth,
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teach…” Spiros Zodhiates Th.D, The Complete Word Study
Dic onary New Testament, p. 144
Nyron Medina explains the following about the Greek word used
for Declare–Anaggello, a ending it with the chart below:
“A declara on is always based upon a condi on already exis ng
before it is told or announced. This obviously cannot be rela ve
to the penitent sinner seeking Jus ﬁca on. He cannot be
declared what he is not yet.”

ANAGGELLO
TO DECLARE

SOMETHING THAT
ALREADY EXISTED
BEFORE, AUDIBLE FROM
THE MOUTH
Clearly the two words are not used in the same way and
Jus ﬁca on is not a declara on of the sinner as righteous
because God cannot announce with his mouth that someone
who is s ll sinful is righteous. He can only make the penitent
sinner righteous by impu ng righteousness unto him or mentally
esteeming him righteous by giving him righteousness through
Faith.
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EXERCISES/TESTS
Now here is a li le exercise or test for you to engage your mind
in iden fying the 5Ws and H of Jus ﬁca on in various scriptures
that we have seen in this study and I added a few more. Read
each scripture carefully and in its en rety. You may iden fy one
or more of them in each scripture. Try to do it yourself ﬁrst
before looking at the answers. For each scripture statement or
reference, answer which of the 5Ws and H of Jus ﬁca on is/are
iden ﬁed.
1. “Jus ﬁca on is by Imputa on.”
2. “We are jus ﬁed through the Faith of Jesus Christ.”
3. “Abraham believed God and it was counted unto him for
righteousness”.
4. Romans 3:30 “ Seeing it is one God which shall jus fy the
circumcision…”
5. Gala ans 3:8 “ And the scripture foreseeing that God would
jus fy the heathen through Faith…”
6. Isaiah 53:11 “...by his knowledge shall my righteous servant
jus fy many…”
7. Job 25:4 “How then can man be jus ﬁed...how can he be
clean.”
8. Ma hew 12:37 “...by thy words thou shalt be jus ﬁed…”
9. Romans 3:28 “A man is jus ﬁed by faith…”
10. Gala ans 2:17 “...while we seek to be jus ﬁed by Christ”.
11. Romans 4:22–24.
12. 1 John 1:9 “If we confess...to cleanse us…”
13. Philippians 3:9 “And be found in him…”
14. Ephesians 4:23 and Colossians 3:10 “And be renewed in the
spirit of your mind.”
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ANSWERS
1. How–the method/process–Imputa on
2. How–the instrument–Faith
3. When–A er the condi on of believing God–,How– “it” is the
instrument of Faith (see Romans 4:5,9, Who–God did the
coun ng.
4. Who–one God jus ﬁes, How–Faith the instrument.
5. Who–God would jus fy, Why–the heathen (unconverted or
in sin), How-through Faith the instrument. Also “blessed”
shows the blessing of Jus ﬁca on (see verse 14 and
Gala ans 4:6 which shows the blessing is the gi of the Spirit
into the heart which is what Jus ﬁca on cons tutes)
6. Who–my righteous servant (Christ who is God), How–his
knowledge which is the instrument of Faith. Also by
connec on with Romans 5:19 we can see the “many” who
needed jus ﬁca on was because “many were made sinners”
and therefore the “many” speaks to the why of Jus ﬁca on.
7. What–jus ﬁed is to be made clean. (The ques on of How is
also asked).
8. Future jus ﬁca on on the account of works, in the
inves ga ve judgment, will be a declara on. Revela on
22:11
9. How–the instrument of Faith.
10. Who–jus ﬁed by Christ who is God.
11. Who–God imputed–, How– ‘it’ was imputed which is the
instrument of Faith, How–the process/method of
imputa on–,When–it “shall be imputed” (when God imputes
it), a er “we believe on him” (the condi on).
12. What– jus ﬁca on is forgiveness of sins and cleansing from
unrighteousness (which is sin)–, When–a er we fulﬁl the
condi on of confessing our sins and God forgives them–,
Who– “He is faithful and just to forgive…” This is God
forgiving sins or jus fying us.
13. What–jus ﬁca on is the gi of righteousness to us–, Who–
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we are jus ﬁed by God or the righteousness of God–, How–
this righteousness is by Faith of Jesus Christ (instrument) and
Why–because we cannot be jus ﬁed by having our own
righteousness which is by the works of the law. (Our own
righteousness is sin/ﬁlthy rags Isaiah 64:6).
14. Where–in the mind/knowledge renewal occurs (which is
Jus ﬁca on Titus 3:5,7).
Jus ﬁca on is God’s act alone to change man into His image and
although man must fulﬁl the required condi ons of repentance,
confession and believing, it is not these human acts that jus fy
him but God alone, a er he meets these requirements under
convic on from God.
We must therefore have genuine repentance of sins, confession
of sins and believing of the Gospel or truths of Jesus Christ, in
order that God may jus fy us freely by His grace. God cannot
esteem us righteous who do not have proper confession of our
sins. Moreover, he cannot give us his righteousness (or God
himself–Jeremiah 23:5,6) who s ll have idols in our hearts. We
must renounce the idols.
His jus ﬁca on by imputa on of faith for righteousness is His
mental es ma on that gives us righteousness. It is described as
God quickening the dead, calling those things which be not as
though they were. God’s imputa on makes the man sinfree,
righteous, clean and right, whereas before he was unrighteous
and not right in God’s sight.
This doctrine of Jus ﬁca on is hope for man and gloriﬁes God
alone as the origin, source and the only way through which a
man can be just before God. May you receive this jus ﬁca on
today. Amen.
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